THE  COUNTRY  CHURCH 


AND  THE  LORD’S  ACRE  PLAN 


CORN 


POTATOES 


A  PIG 


SUNDAY  EGGS 


The  first  of  the  first-fruits  of  thy  ground  thou  shalt  bring  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  thy 
God.  Exodus  34:26. 


THE  COUNTRY  CHURCH  IS  THE  FOUNDATION 

OF  COUNTRY  LIFE 


The  Church  is  the  one  institution  which  endeaxors  to  make  known  to  all  the  lainilies  of  the 
community  and  to  all  their  individual  memhers  the  life-giving-  message  of  the  Christian  religion. 
It  is  the  one  institution  which,  along  with  the  Christian  home,  has  for  its  main  purpose  the  huild- 
ing  of  Christian  character.  At  its  best,  the  Church  makes  for  the  highest  progress  in  all  that 
contributes  to  the  u])l)uilding  of  country  life. 

In  the  Provitlence  of  God  a  new  day  is  I'pening  for  the  country  church  ;  through  a  more  highly 
trained  leadership;  throngh  the  dependable  support  of  older  leaders  and  the  better  education  of  the 
young  ])eople;  and  through  the  use  of  jirogressive  methods.  Important  among  these  methods  is 
the  Lord's  .Acre  plan  with  its  material  and  spiritual  henehts. 


.\  LOUirS  ACRK  GROUP 


\  Dh:DICA'rKD  CALF 


THE  LORD’S  ACRE  PLAN  GIVES  MUCH  NEEDED 


SUPPORT  TO  THE  COUNTRY  CHURCH 


d'he  Lord's  .Vcre  plan  is  that  each  member  of  the  Church  and  Sunday  School  shall  set  apart 
and  dedicate  to  the  Lord  a  jiart  of  the  farm  land,  or  st)me  farm  animals,  and  on  the  land  raise 
some  cro]),  (w  rear  the  animals:  and  at  the  har\est  season  sell  the  produce  or  the  animals  and 
give  the  cash  yield  to  the  Church.  The  project  may  he  an  acre  or  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  corn  ur 
potatoes;  or  a  pig,  a  brood  of  chickens,  a  calf,  or  Sunday  eggs — just  what  each  member  resohes 
to  undertake  and  so  pledges  on  the  Co\’enant  card.  Cash  may  he  pledged  by  memhers  who  are 
on  a  salary  basis.  Some  acreages  may  be  worked  by  family  or  church  groups. 

This  plan  has  three  outstanding  ^■alues :  FIRST,  the  money  yield  averages  much  higher  than 
under  old  methods;  and  the  number  of  regular  contributors  is  largely  increased.  For  it  is  the 
method  best  suited  to  the  farmer  and  his  way  of  life.  'Phe  farmer  cannot  readily  pledge  cash; 
he  can  pledge  in  kind.  SEC()XDL^^  it  is  a  plan  which  ])rovides  for  the  training  of  all  the 
members  of  the  family  in  stewardship.  d'p[IRDL^^  it  is  a  jilan  which  yields  not  only  material 
results,  but  most  \-aluable  siiiritual  results.  A  man  tending  his  Lord's  Acre  is  reminded  that  he 
is  working  on  dedicated  ground,  that  he  is  w-orking  with  and  for  the  Lord.  Plis  thoughts  will  be 
such  as  make  for  the  building  of  Christian  character.  So  it  will  he  with  each  one,  old  and  young, 
who  tends  a  Lord’s  Acre,  and  lovelier  homes,  better  farms,  stronger  churches,  will  follow. 

The  Lord’s  Acre  plan  was  started  in  Western  North  Carolina  under  the  ausjiices  of  the 
Farmers  Federation  as  a  cooperating  and  marketing  agency,  in  1930.  Six  churches  began  it  then, 
all  with  successful  results.  In  1931  fifty  churches  entered  into  the  i)lan.  In  December  1931  at 
a  General  Lord’s  Acre  meeting  in  Asheville,  with  a  large  gathering  present,  and  with  seven  de¬ 
nominations  represented,  it  was  unanimously  and  enthusiastically  decided  that  the  Lord’s  Acre 
Alovement — its  great  value  definitely  proved — should  l)e  \igorously  advanced  during  the  coming- 
years. 


WORKING  OUT  THE  LORD’S  ACRE  PLAN 


Intelligent,  courageous,  persistent  effort  is  required.  The  return  from  such  effort,  like 
the  return  from  the  seed  sown  in  good  ground,  will  be  an  hundredfold. 


Till-;  J’lanninc. 
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11.  Tin:  Foi.i.ow  Up 

Andrew  Strong 

iNlarch  20 — acre  Green  Mountain  ]io- 
tatoes  planted. 

April  30 — potatoes  growing  well. 

Sept.  5 — potatoes  dug. 

Sept.  20 — potatoes  sold. 


An  e\er}'  meinlier  cainass  should  he  made 
— early  and  well  planned — to  reach  e\  ery  man, 
woman  and  child  connected  with  the  Church 
and  Sunday  School.  Impress  clearly  the  AIM  : 
ALL  TO  COOPERATE— EACh'aCCORD- 
ING  TO  HIS  ABILITY. 

The  Covenant  cards  should  he  signed,  with 
the  projects  and  the  expected  yield  definitely 
stated,  at  the  time  the  canvass  is  made. 

d'he  total  listed  should  exceed  the  budget, 
so  as  to  provide  for  loss. 

A  committee  of  four  or  more  men  of  the 
Church,  in  separate  geographical  districts,  will 
check  and  keep  a  record  of  the  projects  at 
each  stage.  A  special  superx  isory  committee 
should  serx'e  for  the  younger  children. 

It  will  he  helpful  for  marketing  purposes 
if  the  memhers  will  unite,  so  far  as  practi¬ 
cable.  in  growing  the  same  varieties  of  the 
different  crops. 


III.  The  Cash  Yield 

Andrew  Strong 

Advance  payments  (when  possible) 
Jan.  Feb.  etc.  Total 

$3  $3  etc.  $25 


It  is  strongly  recommended  that  the  Church 
pay  the  pastor's  salary  monthly.  Payments 
for  this  purpose — to  he  made  liy  the  memhers 
in  expectation  of  the  final  proceeds  from  their 
Imrd’s  Acre  projects — will  he  credited  to  them 
in  the  treasurer's  record  hook.  (The  use  of 
Church  en\elo])es  is  advised.) 


d'he  Church  treasurer  will  promptly  receive 

Sept.  13.  jiroceetls  Ut  ncre  of  potatoes,  $25.  and  record  the  proceeds  from  the  projects. 

A  treasurer's  liook  has  been  prepared, 
especially  suited  to  the  ])urpose  of  recording 
advance  and  final  payments  on  the  Lord's  Acre 
projects. 


A  Serx'ice  of  Dedication  at  the  beginning  of  the  iilanting  season  and  a  Service  of  d'estimony 
at  the  close  of  the  harvest  can  he  made  of  great  s]iiritual  value. 

Honor  the  Lord  with  thy  substance,  and  with  the  first-fruits  of  all  thine  increase:  so  shall 
thy  barns  be  filled  with  plenty — Proverbs  3:9  and  10. 


GATHERING  FOR  THE  LORD  AND  HIS  CHURCH 


We  care  for  our  Lord’s  Acres, 

And  think  of  Jesus’  way; 

His  beauty  and  His  goodness 
Grow  in  us  day  by  da3^ 

We  dedicate  these  acres — 

Like  fields  the  Master  trod — 

And  join  with  one  another 
In  willing  work  with  God. 

From  the  hymn  The  Lord^s  Acres;  the 


Thus  be  our  work  and  worship 
Beneath  the  open  sky ; 

It  makes  the  farm-life  sacred 

And  brings  God’s  presence  nigh. 
In  sunshine  and  in  showers, 

’Mid  flock  and  lowing  herd, 
God’s  love  is  ever  with  us 

Who  work  and  heed  His  Word, 
tune  Stand  Up,  Stand  Up  for  Jesus. 


STATEMENTS  ABOUT  THE  LORD’S  ACRE  PLAN 

Dr.  D.  M.  Litakcr,  Presiding  Elder,  Asheville  Distriet. 

The  people  of  Western  North  Carolina  believe  in  God  and  many  of  them  wish  to  serve  Him 
better.  The  Lord’s  Acre  plan  gives  this  opportunity.  It  Inhhls  up  the  church  in  the  community  and 
helps  that  community  in  material  and  spiritual  things. 

Rez'.  Marshall  Xelnis,  Pastor  of  Sardis,  Bio  and  Reed  Creek  Baptist  Churehes,  PlartwelL  Geor¬ 
gia — and  one  of  the  most  experienced  leaders  in  the  Lord's  Acre  Plan. 

If  I  were  a  pastor  in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  had  an  organization  through  which  I  could 
market  my  produce,  like  this  Farmers  Federation,  I  would  persist  until  I  had  every  member  of  my 
church  engaged  in  the  Lord's  Acre  plan. 

Janies  G.  K.  McClure,  Jr.,  President,  The  Tanners  Federation. 

Before  the  country  church,  especially  as  it  joins  in  the  Lord’s  Acre  Movement,  lies  a  great 
opportunity — the  opportunity  to  mold  Christian  communities  by  building  and  sustaining  individual 
character  :  by  ministering  to  the  social  wants  of  the  community  and  by  taking  up  the  burden  of 
the  sickness  and  misery  at  its  door.  The  country  church  can  be  made  the  most  valuable  institution 
in  America. 

HOW  LARGE  CAN  I  MAKE  MY  LORD’S  ACRE  PROJECT?  WHAT  IS  MY  JUST 
PROPORTION  FOR  GOD  THE  FATHER  AND  HIS  WORK  ON  EARTH?— BRING  YE  ALL 
THE  TITHES  INTO  THE  STOREHOUSE.  MALACHI  3:10. 

BY  MY  PROMPTNESS  IN  SIGNING  THE  COVENANT  CARD,  BY  MY  RESOLUTION 
AND  LIBERALITY,  I  CAN  HELP  BRING  MY  WHOLE  CHURCH  INTO  THE  BENEFITS  OF 
THE  LORD’S  ACRE  PLAN. 

Copies  of  this  Folder  and  Covenant  Cards  may  he  obtained  from  Rez’.  Dumont  Clarke,  director  of  the  religious 
department  of  the  Farmers  Federation,  Asheville,  North  Carolina. 


